XI
DISCIPLINE IN A THEATRE OF WAR

AMONG the man7 territorial expressions coined,
often very aptly, by military authority in Egypt during
the War was that of the Canal Zone. Geographically
the term was a little clumsy, since of the area, triangular
in shape, only the base, the Suez Canal itself, and the
apexj a point on the railway between Zagazig and
Ismailia, were fixed physically. But the expression was
understood by the public, and served the military
purpose. The declared intention of the Ottoman
Empire to attack Egypt made the isolation of the
Zone from the rest of Egypt inevitable in December
1914. While no man could foretell the ultimate
course of events, it was certain that the line of the
Canal would be the first objective of the invader.
In these circumstances the British Commander was
entitled to claim to be master in his own house. To
provide for the defence he must hold supreme
authority, civil as well as military. Measures irksome
to the civilian population would have to be taken.
Villages lying within the area must be Evacuated by
their residents; individuals suspected of sympathy
with the enemy be sent away; and the Inhabitants
of the towns of Port Said, Ismailia, and Suez forced
to submit to restrictions upon their freedom. In short,
the Suez Canal must become a war area,

But the commander of the Defence Force had
neither sufficient troops, nor the necessary local
knowledge, to undertake the delicate duty of policing
the Zone. His troops were barely strong enough to
man the length of the Canal, and he had no units to
spare for administrative duties. Nor in the reverse